
Details of the Club’s interim arrangements are 
detailed within this News Journal and members are 
asked to carefully note these for the new season.

JANUARY 2022

Due to the current Covid-19 Pandemic and the 
current ‘Omicron’ variant prolific within our 

community the Club’s scheduled Annual General 
Meeting has once again been postponed until 

further notice.

IT IS THE CLUB’S INTENTION TO RECOMMENCE ANGLING ON THE 1st MARCH 2022 
SUBJECT TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT COVID-19 REGULATIONS PERMITTING.
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I would like to wish everyone a happy New Year. 

As with 2020 and 2021 Covid 19 is still causing havoc with every 
one’s life. Rules and guidelines are regularly being changed and revised. 
The clubs’ affairs were still being governed by the clubs’ Directors Joe 
Curran, Brendan Downey and myself. We are very glad to welcome 
three new directors in 2021, Sam Grant, Roger McClements and 
William Cochrane, who agreed to come on board and help with the 
decisions required to keep the club functioning. 

The Directors continued to check on the various regulations, that 
would allow the resumption of our committee meeting, we were only 
able to convene in August 2021, but this was short lived with the new 
Omicron variant of Covid 19 which resulted in the committee and 
Directors agreeing that it would be irresponsible for the club’s dinner 
dance / prize night to proceed. This sadly also applies to the AGM 
which had to be postponed. 

The Directors would like to thank the committee members for their 
support at this difficult time and hope that they will remain in post 
until an AGM can be safely convened. When the committee was able 
to meet, it was agreed to prioritise on some major decisions, fees, 
fish stocking etc. The stocking will be as pervious years set at £20,000 
worth of fish and that the fees will rise as discussed in the 2019 AGM. 
These are set out in this report. 

The collection of fees: We would ask our members to post in their 
renewals along with a stamped addressed envelope and remind 
members that new cards will be issued this year and photographs will 
be required. 

I would like to thank Damien Murtagh as Competition Secretary for 
his work in keeping the competitions running and complying with the 
various Covid restrictions and guidelines. The club appricate those 
members who entered these competitions and congratulates the 
winners. 

Thanks also to William Cochrane our club Treasurer and to Joe 
Curran as Club Secretary for their continuous work for the club 
especially considering that this is all done on their own free time. 

The fishing on the Corbet was very slow due to the very cold 
weather and strong winds in April & May. After this the fishing 
improved greatly with lots of members and visiting anglers having a 
great time. 

The club’s boat attendants Andy & Darrell again showed the club as 
we would like it to be seen, as a forward thinking and supportive club, 
I would like to thank them for this work. We hope to see everyone 
enjoying the sport of angling this coming season. 

The committee would like to offer our sincere condolences to 
families and friends of those deceased members who are no longer 
with us. With our membership spread all over the country we are 
sometimes not aware of their passing and in sending this news sheet 
out we hope not to cause any offence. 

Tight Lines for 2022. 

Sam Watt, Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN - 2022
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

CLUB FEES 2022

CLUB FEE RENEWALS BY POST ONLY
Payment of Club fees for the 2022 season will be processed in the 
Clubhouse located at 2a Kiln Lane, Havelock Park, Lurgan Road, 
Banbridge, BT32 4PD.

Processing of POSTED Club Fee Renewals will commence from 
Monday, 14th February 2022. Final acceptance date will be Monday 
28th February 2022. 

CLUB FEES 2022
Ordinary Members £100.00
Associate Members £100.00
Juvenile Members £30.00
Ordinary Senior Members £70.00
Senior Associate Members  £70.00
Junior Associate Members £30.00

All POSTAL FEE PAYERS are asked to forward their 
Cheque / Postal order payment, Club Card and recent photo 
enclosing a stamped addressed envelope to the Clubhouse: 

BANBRIDGE ANGLING CLUB LTD. 2a Kiln Lane, 
Havelock Park, Lurgan Road, Banbridge, BT32 4PD.

PLEASE NOTE: Members are responsible for their fees 
arriving on time, third party failures are not acceptable 
excuses. All honorary members must have their cards 
stamped for record purposes.

ALL FEES TO THE CLUB ROOMS ONLY.

FEES NOT PAID BY 12.00 NOON ON 
MONDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2022, WILL 

INCUR A £10.00 FINE AND ALL FEES MUST 
BE PAID BY 31st MARCH TO RETAIN 

MEMBERSHIP.

LATE PAYMENT OF FEES WILL ONLY 
BE ACCEPTED BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL 

ORDER PAYMENTS. 

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic Committee meetings were limited in number. Refer to points of interest notes for an update on the 
Club’s current management arrangements during the Covid-19 period. 
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POINTS OF INTEREST
CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING - 2022
It was hoped prior to Christmas that the Club 
could still proceed with the Annual General 
Meeting on the usual date, Wednesday, 26th 
Jan 2022. 

As you are all aware due to Covid-19 and the 
recent ‘Omicron’ outbreak the Directors have 
again had to make some difficult decisions in 
this respect and once again have agreed that 
the running of the Club, its rules, Committee 
Members, Officers, etc., be continued for the 
foreseeable future as previously determined 
by the AGM of the Club in January 2019 until 
such times as a Committee Meeting and the 
AGM can be convened safely. 

Within this period the running of the Club 
and principal decision making to be continued 
by the Directors and the previously elected 
committee until such time as it is safe and 
permissible to get back to meetings. 

The financial Accounts appended within this 
News Journal have been accepted and adopted 
by the Club’s Directors to ensure compliance 
with Companies House requirements in the 
absence of an AGM. 

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP
To all members wishing to apply for senior 
membership, i.e. having reached the age of 
65 years or over on or before 1st March 
in any given year, that it is the particular 
member’s responsibility to make a formal 
written application to either the Membership 
Secretary or Club Secretary to attain this 
category of membership. 

DINNER DANCE
Due to Covid-19 and the recent ‘Omicron’ 
outbreak it has now been confirmed that the 
usual formal Dinner Dance and Prize giving 
night scheduled for the end of January 2022 
has been cancelled. 

A new date for a Senior Prize Winners night 
to be announced at a later date. 

With no formal Dinner Dance scheduled 
the Directors have again agreed that two 
vouchers, for use at the Anglers Rest, would 
be issued to all Riparian’s with each voucher 
valued to reflect the cost of a Dinner Dance 
Ticket. This was very well received by the 
Riparian’s last year and the Club received a 
number of thankyou and support letters in 
this respect. The new vouchers were duly 
issued to all Club Riparian’s mid January 2022. 

CLUB WEB SITE
For additional information in relation to Club 
activities please visit the Club’s Web Site at 
www.banbridgeanglingclub.co.uk 

The sterling work to maintain this valuable 
information platform continues to be carried 
out by Brendan Downey to whom we are 
most grateful for his time in this respect.

COLLECTION OF CLUB FEES - 2022
Again due to Pandemic concerns and 
restrictions the Directors have agreed to 
process the usual Club Fee collection over the 
last two weeks of February 2022, 

All Club Fee renewals to be by POST only 
to include return of the members old Club 
card, cheque or Postal Order payment for 

the required amount, a new photograph if 
necessary and a stamped addressed envelope. 
The above information to be posted or 
delivered to the Clubrooms, 2a Havelock Park, 
Lurgan Road, Banbridge, BT32 4PD within the 
time limits as detailed on page 2 of this Journal. 

DAY TICKET SELLING OUTLETS 
The Club’s Day Tickets for the coming season 
will be available for purchase at the Lough 
Booking Office, Anglers Rest and the Spar 
Service Station, Ballydown. 

We will continue to promote all our selling 
outlets on our Web Site and through social 
media. 

Word of mouth is still very much a great 
communication method of this information 
and we would ask all our members to support 
us in this way.

PURCHASING DAERA ROD 
LICENCES
The purchase of required DAERA Game and 
Coarse Rod Licences can be purchased via 
one of the following methods:

1. Telephone - 028 3833 9748 Payment taken 
over the phone.

2. DAERA 1 Mahon Road Portadown BT62 
3EE open 10am -4pm Monday – Friday closed 
for lunch 1pm- 2pm.

3. https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/
buy-rod-licences-permits-and-river-bush-day- 
tickets - DAERA link.

4. https://elicence.loughs-agency.org/ 
registerSelect.asp - Loughs Agency link

Hope you find this helpful.

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION 
REGULATIONS – (GDPR)
It is now the law that all organisations 
demonstrate that they work in compliance 
with the current General Data Protection 
Regulations which in general terms means that 
our Club needs your permission to hold and 
store any information it has relating to your 
membership with Banbridge Angling Club. 

This for most within the Club is holding your 
name and address on file to allow the club to 
keep in contact with you. The Club continues 
to maintain compliance in this respect and all 
new members joining the Club are requested 
to complete the Club’s GDPR declaration to 
allow their contact information to be stored 
for future use.

Please note the Club will not share any 
contact or other information held on file 
about members with third parties.

CORBET LOUGH SECURITY GATE 
TO THE NEWCASTLE SHORE OF 
THE LOUGH 

By now most of our members are aware of 
a new private house development on the 
Newcastle shore of the Lough complete with 
a private access road. 

In providing this the owners of the property 
have been experiencing ongoing problems in 
relation to members of the public accessing 
this land, using it for their own recreational 
purposes and accessing the grounds of 
the dwelling house much to the owner’s 
annoyance. 

This new gate is currently under 
reconstruction in a new position due to 
technical issues with the previously errected 
gate being fixed to the Club’s timber 
footbridge. 

The new gate will be fitted with a mechanical 
lock which will require a code number to 
access. This code number will be given to 
all members when paying their Club fees in 
February 2022. 

We would ask our members to respect the 
land-owners wishes in this respect, exercise 
care in the use of this gate and to ensure the 
gate is kept shut after use once it is put in 
place. 

Access around the Lough by members is 
restricted to the Lough shore only. Many 
thanks for your co-operation in this respect. 

JUVENILE PRIZE NIGHT
At this time no date has been set for the 
Juvenile Prize giving night, however it is hoped 
that this can safely be convened as an outdoor 
event later in the year to reward the 2021 
Juvenile and Junior winners. 

COMPETITION FEES 2022 
To enable the club to cover the assoicated 
rising costs of the clubs competition prizes, 
Cup/Trophy engraving and maintenance 
Competition Fees for 2022 for adults will rise 
to £3.00. Juvenile and Junior entrance fees to 
remain at 50p.

CORBET BOAT FISHING
2021 was a challenging year for boat fishing 
certainly in the opening months at Corbet 
Lough. 

A combination of Covid related issues, cold 
weather with conditions not conducive to 
ideal angling conditions saw a marked drop off 
in the uptake of Boat Angling which has had 
concerning financial implications for the Club 
in operating Boat Angling within the Council 
permissible financial limits. 

The Directors have undertaken a review of 
the Boating operation and worked closely 
with Council officials in securing additional 
funding to cover last seasons deficit amount of 
circa £15k.

The review has identified a number of 
enhancement and cost saving measures to 
endeavour to make Boat fishing a sustainable 
facility going forward. 

Boat hire rates established on opening of 
boating in 2006 have remained unchanged at 
£3.00 per hour. Council officials remarked 
upon this position and noted that this was 
unsustainable. 

Therfore the Club has passed a proposal to 
increase the hire rate from £3.00 per hour to 
£4.00 per hour for the 2022 season. 

The Club will now also offer a daily hire rate 
of up to 6 hours for £20 with additional time 
above this charged at the new hourly hire rate. 

Directors have also reviewed the opening 
hour periods and going forward the Boating 
operation will operate 5 days per week closing 
on Tuesday and Wednesday each week April to 
October. 

To help encourage Boat angling particularly 
with visiting anglers the rule which stipulates >>
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Although there were still some Covid restrictions in place the Club 
were able to carry out a full competition programme. We were also 
able to have our club days out to Spelga Dam and a day out to Lough 
Lene. 

The competitions were much tighter this year with a lot of Anglers 
picking up wins and points. Roger McClements & Sam Grant 
consistently picking up points along with Dessie Graham and Geoff 
Hylands throughout the competitions. However Roger McClements 
took the honours again this season in the seniors as Angler of the Year. 

The Juvenile competitions were won by Imogen Johnston winning Two 
Competitions this season . The juniors had to go to a count back as we 
had two first places between Elijah Parks and Aria Kearney Elijah won 
with a heavier bag and Jayden Smyth being third over all. 

Thankyou to all who took part supporting the Competition scene 
during the 2021 season. Looking forward to the new season and to 
seeing old and hopefully some new faces at the 2022 competition 
venues. 

Bobby Blakley Cup Corbet Lough
1st Darryl Alexander 2.234kg
2nd Leonard Ervine 1.412kg
3rd Paul McKinstry1.094

Dominic Downey Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Wilson Clinghan 2.146kg
2nd Keith Brown 1.960kg
3rd Keith Gibson 1.742kg

Linda McCandless Cup River Bann 
1st Geoff Hylands 0.862kg
2nd Martin Dynes 0.480kg
3rd Colin Crothers 0.270kg

Bruce Carson Trophy Corbet Lough 
1st Patrick Curran 2.986kg
2nd Geoff Hylands 2.176kg
3rd Darryl Alexander 1.642kg

AIB Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Sam Grant 3.524kg 
2nd Geoff Hylands 2.984kg
3rd Kevin Conwell 2.359kg 

Jo’s Willis Cup/May Day Corbet 
Lough 
1st Joe Curran 2.294kg 
2nd Keith Gibson 2.114kg 
3rd Sam Grant 2.112kg

Jim Ledlie Corbet Lough 
1st Roger McClements 4.420kg 
2nd Darryl Alexander 3.724kg
3rd Leonard Ervine 3.536

Patsy McGivern Shield Corbet Lough
1st David McCandless 2.516kg
2nd Sam Grant 1.996kg
3rd Leonard Ervine 1.864kg

Strachan Cup Lough Lene 
1st Joe Curran 2.416kg
2nd Geoff Hylands 2.152kg
3rd Eugene Curran 1.976kg 

Otterburn Trophy River Bann 
1st Roger McClements 0.414kg 
2nd Colin Crothers 0.376kg 
3rd Keith Gibson 0.332kg

Boat Anglers Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Sam Grant 2 fish 
1st Roger McClements 2 fish 
1st Trevor Jones 2 fish 
2nd Joe Curran 1 fish 
2nd Keith Gibson 1 fish 
2nd Dean McStraw 1 fish 
With no 3rd fish being timed it was all agreed to 
have joint placings 

Dessie Smyth Cup River Bann
1st Wilson Clinghan 0.440kg 
2nd Keith Gibson 0.438kg 
3rd Colin Crothers 0.408kg

Pyres Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Geoff Hylands 3.602kg
2nd Sam Grant 3.452kg
3rd Roger McClements 2.930kg

Woods/McClory Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Dessie Graham 1.098kg
2nd Noel Burns 0.928kg
3rd Roger McClements 0.888kg 

Linda Clinghan Shield Spelga Dam 
1st David McCandless 0.676kg 
2nd Trevor Jones 0.672kg
3rd Eugene Curran 0.652kg

Jordan Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Sam Grant 2.104kg
2nd Roger McClements 2.040kg
3rd Joe Curran 1.852kg

Shooter Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Leonard Ervine 1.978kg
2nd Colin Crothers 1.714kg
3rd Roger McClements 1.652kg

Gowdy Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Dessie Graham 2.394kg
2nd Wilson Clinghan 2.322kg
3rd Henry McKnight 2.058kg

Toasty Jardine Shield Corbet Lough 
1st Dessie Graham 2.150kg 
2nd Derek Burns 2.134kg 
3rd Leonard Ervine 2.028kg

Hanlon Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Keith Gibson 2.076kg
2nd Wilson Clinghan 2.034kg
3rd Dessie Graham 1.880kg 

Hugh Savage Cup Corbet Lough 
1st Dessie Graham 2.242kg
2nd Roger McClements 2.204kg
3rd Colin Crothers 1.680kg

2021 ADULT COMPETITION REPORT

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the anglers who attended and 
supported the 2021 competition programme. Wishing you good luck, health and 
tight lines for the 2022 competition season. Damien Murtagh Competition Secretary

that the angler must cease fishing after they 
dispatch their 2nd fish has been changed to 
allow boat anglers to continue to fish on as 
catch and release. This pilot rule change only 
applies to boat angling and will be trailed for 
the 2022 season with a review in due course 
and consideration to be given to extending it 
to shore angling in the future. 

The Boat fishing has been a great asset for our 
Club.  A facility that is not generally available at 
other waters. 

It is hoped that to maintain Boat fishing going 
forward members will support and encourage 
others to visit and take full advantage of the 
Club’s facilities. 

On the point of Boating our current Boat 
Lodge Attendants Andrew Cleeve and Darrell 
McKinley will not be returning to us in the 
2022 season. 

Both have decided to call-it-a-day to pursue 
other Plans. 

The Club is very much indebted to both 
Andy and Darrell for their sterling, reliable 
and professional service provided each season 
since they joined us quite a few years ago. 
For the boating enthusiasts who got to know 
Andy and Darrell over the years we are sure 
you will be shocked to learn of their depature 
and we hope you will join with the Directors 
and Committee in wishing them well going 
forward in whatever they do in the years 
ahead.

>>

ANGLER OF THE YEAR - 
SENIOR 2021
Roger McClements  17pts
Sam Grant  14pts
Dessie Graham  13pts 
Geoff Hylands  12pts
Keith Gibson  11pts 
Wilson Clinghan  10pts
Joe Curran  9pts
Leonard Ervine  8pts
Darryl Alexander  7pts
David McCandless  6pts 
Colin Crothers  6pts
Trevor Jones  5pts
Patrick Curran  3pts
Noel Burns  2pts
Derek Burns  2pts
Eugene Curran  2pts 
Martin Dynes  2pts
Keith Brown  2pts
Dean McStraw  2pts
Kevin Conwell  1pt
Henry McKnight  1pt
Paul McKinstry  1pt
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Hanlon Cup 
1st Imogen Johnston  1.570kg 
 
Super fry Cup 
1st Imogen Johnston  1.410kg 

Bill Gault Glazing Cup
1st Aria Kearney  0.762kg 
 
Dr Cocks shield 
1st Elijah Parks  1.562kg 
2nd Jayden Smyth  1.366kg 

2021 JUVENILE COMPETITION REPORT

2021 JUNIOR COMPETITION REPORT

JUVENILE ANGLER OF THE 
YEAR LEAGUE TABLE 2021

Imogen Johnston  6pts 

CLUB DONATIONS

Donations to the club during 2021 were received from the following members:
N.McBurney, D.Quail, RA Mackey, V.Kirk, J.McClelland, W.Craig, D.Craig, Wm.Wilson, JA McKibben, G.Clydesdale, 

J.McVeigh, C.Stevenson, P.McKinstry, J.Hamilton, Wm.Davidson, J.Murphy, Dr. Cocks, R.McClements, G.Veniard, 
G.McCormick, D.McClearn, B.McCullough, G.Hylands, E.Curran, S.Vage, W./Clinghan, R.Burns, K.Savage, T. Morrow, 

Z. Burke, J.Burke, S.McKeown, J.McCandless

JUNIOR ANGLER OF THE YEAR 
LEAGUE TABLE 2021

Elijah Parks 3pts 
Aria Kearney 3pts
Jayden Smyth 2 pts 
(Elijah Parks winning Angler of year on count back)

CLOSING NOTES
On behalf of the members I wish to thank 
our Club Officers, Committee and Bailiffs 
who have given so much of their time and 
services for the good of the Club and Angling. 

Our thanks go to our Riparian owners 
whose lands we use, those members who 
have helped the Club physically and financially 

over the past season, and everyone who has 
contributed to the good of the Club. 

For the 2022 season I wish our Members 
health and tight lines. 

J. R. Curran 
Honorary Secretary


